
C2HC2 is the Creative 

Capital of the Carolinas

C2HC2 was coined by Dr. Tom Hoban for

Carrboro, Chapel Hill, and Chatham County



Learning from the Legacy 

of Sixties Counterculture
• 2008 marks 40th Anniversary of the Counterculture 

peak and major social change – will be Deja Vu

• Unique alignment in 1968: civil rights, women’s, 
peace & free speech movements; sex, drugs, and 
rock & roll; demographics; TV & travel; and others

• This modern renaissance which Nixon had killed by 
1970 left a rich legacy (organic, Zen, PCs & www)

• Growing interest in sixties-style culture (politics, 
music, fashions, values, food, and behaviors)

• Young people are concerned about environment, 
economy, draft and so on.  Generation gap is huge.

• Countercultural creative communities will flourish



Places I Have Lived

• Cary (1987-2002) and Raleigh (2003-2007)
– 30 miles west seems like 3,000 (July 1, 2007)

• Chicago suburbs and Old Town (1972)

• Ann Arbor, MI (summer 1970)

• Boulder, CO (1970-1971)

• Champaign-Urbana, IL (1974-1978)
– BS in Environmental Biology

• Madison, WI (1978-1982)
– MS in Water Resource Management

– MS in Agricultural Journalism

• Ames, IA (1982-1986)
– Ph.D. in Rural Sociology



Relevant Background

• Full professor at NC State University

– Social movements and community development

– Public policy (technology, environment, food)

– Influences on and impacts of innovation

• Consulting social scientist (Senior level)

– Community planning and development

– New product innovation / technology transfer

– Social change activism / social forecasting

• Personal musical creativity

– Guitar, mandolin, keys, drums, and vocals

– Organizer and promotion of social music



Nurturing the Seeds of

Creative Communities

• Creativity results from exploiting the unexpected 

observation, contact, or synchronicity

• Promote tolerance and diversity that fosters 

freedom and creativity

• Welcome and exploit new challenges and 

opportunities from environment 

• Encourage sustainability, serendipity (chance 

encounters) and serenity (low police presence)

• Encourage openness and spontaneity (easy to 

hang out in Third Places)



Communities Vary a Lot in 

Creative Culture and Capital

• Many communities are now competing for the 
“Creative Class.”  Rich get richer.

• Three T’s = Talent, Technology and Tolerance

• Richard Florida focuses on elite occupations 
common to the higher SES communities

• Creativity is not just about occupation; but a 
“creative underclass” fostering anarchy.

• Carrboro, Chapel Hill and Chatham County 
represent the “Creative corner” of Triangle

• Raleigh and suburbs are more conservative, 
conformist and corporate.



Creative Community:

Tale of  Two Corners
Raleigh and Suburbs Vs.
Carrboro, Chapel Hill, 

& Chatham County

C2HC2



Historical Development

and Regional Niches

• Raleigh is well-entrenched 
as state capital. Focus on 
business and government 
for over 200 years.  RTP is 
now struggling to in face 
of competition from other 
regions (mainly impacts 
Raleigh and Durham.) 
Been relying on C2HC2 for 
real creativity.  Cary, Apex, 
Garner and rest are not 
really communities (decks 
not porches.) The region is 
experiencing significant 
sprawl but little plan for 
sustainable development 
or quality of life.

• Carrboro and Chapel Hill 
are historical and unique 
communities.  Chatham 
County is rural haven for 
artists, professionals and 
anarchists. Carrboro and 
Chapel Hill have led nation 
in planning for sustainable 
development, so provide 
support for rural. C2HC2 is 
an island of tolerance, 
freedom, and creativity on 
many levels. Build on 
strengths from music, art, 
holistic health, NGOs, and 
design. Banding together 
to embrace counterculture 
makes sense. 



Overall Culture and Social 

Climate (“Good Vibes?”)

• Raleigh and suburbs rely on 
government, finance, and 
high tech trends. Low interest 
in community development, 
environmental sustainability, 
or quality of life. Relatively 
little support for avant-garde 
arts or counterculture.  
Corporations and government 
control local planning and 
politics.  Serious problems 
are evident in terms of 
pollution, congestion, and 
inequality.  All routes in are 
unappealing and risky (e.g., 
Wade Ave, Capital Blvd, & 
Hillsborough St.)

• C2HC2  has wonderful vibes 
on many levels.  Support for 
arts, alternative health, and 
social activism open the 
doors to creativity. Strong 
commitment to tolerance 
and diversity. Politics and 
planning are participatory -
aimed at future social needs.  
Innovative initiatives 
promote real community 
viability and environmental 
sustainability. Significant 
support for the arts and 
recreation. Beautiful natural 
entrance from all sides. 
Vibrant downtowns where 
people hang out!!



Ability to Create, Attract

and Retain Creative People 

• Raleigh and its suburbs want 
to attract the upper classes –
regardless of occupation.  
Development favors high-end 
downtown condos and elite 
suburbs.  Relatively little 
support for youth, minorities, 
or others who “think outside 
the box.” Given growing 
intolerance, the creative 
underclass is driven out or at 
least on-line.   Scattered bar 
scenes provide no sense of 
community.  Street 
musicians must have permit 
or face fines.  SparkCon 
charged for most events.

• C2HC2 has been attracting cool 
and creative people for UNC 
and many other opportunities.  
People love the college town 
atmosphere.  Young people in 
particular are welcomed and 
able to congregate.  Community 
events at Weaver St, the Art 
Center; as well as festivals and 
markets are truly pioneering.  
All pieces of Carrboro’s plans 
are in line for success in the 
creative economy. Find more 
ways to work with Chapel Hill 
and Chatham County.  Could 
not ask for better neighbors.  
Embrace social anarchy with 
community normative control



Positioning and Marketing 

Carrboro and Rest of C2HC2 

• Compared to Chapel Hill and Chatham County, 

Carrboro is even more creative

• Higher quality of life and sense of community.  

festivals, events and great downtown!!

• Chance to enhance the community music and 

video scene – have infrastructure and talent

• Freely build your position on strength and 

reputations of your neighbors.

• Promote C2HC2 as the Amsterdam or 

Vancouver of the southeast.



My Interests and Plans as 

“Creative Economy Specialist”

• Organizing networks of artists and designers

– Groups and clubs better than another “council”

– Regular meet-ups at local restaurants aimed at 

promoting collaboration and communication

– “Myspace-style” social network with profiles, bulletins, 

Wiki … for C2HC2 residents and businesses

• Coordinate and publicize innovative public 

events; as well as develop more

– Drum circles, jam sessions and open mics

– Film screenings and educational events

– Public dance, yoga and contact improvisation



My Proposed Center for 

Community Creativity

• Mentoring and education for the youth.

• Focus on music, dance and film; as well as 

wellness and social activism

• Foster public and private collaboration

• Broad-based, multidisciplinary approach

• Targeted research and assistance

• Funding from businesses, foundations and 

others (e.g., Marley and Garcia estates) 

• Connect online and physical worlds



My Proposed Virtual 

“Creative Commune”

• Entertain, educate and empower young people 
to save society and own lives

• Connect to content experts and cultural icons; 
using blogs, Wikis, chats and videos

• Facilities and capabilities for on-line, real-time 
music and film production.

• Social networking functions combining best of 
MySpace and other sites.

• E-commerce portal for music, videos, distance 
education, and artistic merchandise.



Click for More:

"The HipHappy Times" (BLOG)

Dr. Tom's Profile on MySpace

http://hiphappy.wordpress.com/
http://www.myspace.com/Hiphappy
http://www.myspace.com/Hiphappy

